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17 On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days.  

18 Now Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, 19 and many Jews had come to 

Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother.  20 When Martha heard that 

Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home.   
21 “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died.  

22 But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.”  
23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”  
24 Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.”  
25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life.  The one who believes in me will 

live, even though they die; 26 and whoever lives by believing in me will never die.  Do you 

believe this?”  
27 “Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is 

to come into the world.” 

 

 38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb.  It was a cave with a stone laid 

across the entrance.  39 “Take away the stone,” he said.  

“But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odor, 

for he has been there four days.”  
40 Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?”  
41 So they took away the stone.  Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you 

that you have heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of 

the people standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.”  
43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead 

man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face.  

Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.”  
45 Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, 

believed in him. 

 

You may not be familiar with the name, Robert Adler, but it belongs to a man for whom I 

believe all of you here are tremendously grateful.  In 1956, Adler invented the “Zenith Space 

Command,” which would be developed into one of the possessions it would be hardest for us to 

live with… a wireless remote control for your television set.  Robert Adler’s first remote had one 

button which if you clicked it, would take you to the next channel.  Now, Mr. Adler lived until 

2007 so he witnessed some pretty tremendous improvements to the remote control.  The 

XRT500 remote control that I have for my TV at home has 86 buttons!  It can control power, 

channels, volume, input source, and screen settings; it has a complete number pad and a full 

qwerty keyboard, and it has the best three buttons of them all: pause, rewind, and fast-forward.   

Do you ever wish you had a remote control for your life?  Are there times when you wish 

you could pause and rewind to relive some of the best parts?  And then of course wouldn’t it be 

great to be able to fast-forward through waiting in lines, getting over a cold, or the time we spend 



getting from points A to points B?  Sometimes it would awesome just to hit pause and catch a 

few moments’ rest.   

I imagine if life actually came with a remote control, the most popular use of those 

buttons would either be hitting rewind to take us back to relive days and moments and memories 

with loved ones who have passed away or pressing fast-forward to skip to the part when we’re 

reunited with them in heaven.  Unfortunately, our lives do not come with remote controls, so we 

aren’t able to do that.  But just because God hasn’t given us remote controls for life, doesn’t 

mean He is blind to our sorrow, that He doesn’t care for us, or that He isn’t bothered by the death 

of our loved ones.   

God loves us, and it grieves Him to see us in sorrow and to see people die, just as it 

grieves us when our loved ones are suffering or when they die.  But where there is often little 

that we can do for someone beyond rubbing their backs and saying, “There there,” God is by no 

means powerless.  And so, from the moment sorrow and death entered into this world when our 

first parents sinned against God, He conceived a plan through which He could comfort us in our 

sorrow and rescue us from death.  We heard that plan in a nutshell in last week’s verse of the 

day: God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in 

Him shall not perish, but have eternal life (Jn 3:16).  The Scripture lesson that we have before 

us today, the account of Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead, is another gospel in a nutshell, just 

expanded on a little more than John 3:16. 

While we may not be able to pause and rewind through our lives, we can do that with the 

life of Jesus as we go back to read, and reread, and read again the Gospel accounts of His 

ministry here on earth.  And among the events and conversations we find recorded there, there 

are few as amazing and comforting as these verses we have in front of us today.   

So let’s pause for a few minutes and travel back to the little town of Bethany just two 

miles west of Jerusalem, a few months before the events of Holy Week transpired, to see once 

again the awesome miracle that Jesus performed there and to listen to and take to heart the 

comforting words He spoke. 

Jesus was in the region known as Perea on the far side of the Jordan River from 

Jerusalem when a messenger came to Him from Mary and Martha, telling Him that their brother 

Lazarus, whom He loved, was sick.  He sent back word to them that Lazarus’ sickness would not 

end in death, but that it was for God’s glory, so that God’s Son might be glorified through it.  He 

stayed in the place where He was for two more days and then set out with his disciples on the 

journey to Judea (Jn 11:1-7). 

When the news came to Martha that Jesus had arrived she went out to meet Him.  (Now, 

when we hear the names Mary and Martha, if someone were to ask us what Martha is known for 

the first thing to come to many of our minds would be that Martha was the one who was too busy 

to listen to Jesus and instead hustled and bustled around the home while Mary sat at Jesus feet.  

But when we do that, we really sell her short.  If you’re going to remember Martha for 

something, remember her for the awesome confession of faith that she gives here in John 11.) As 

she came out to meet Jesus, she greeted Him with the words, Lord, if you had been here, my 

brother would not have died.  Martha had seen or heard of so many of the miracles that Jesus 

had performed and she knew and believed that He had the power if He had willed to have healed 

Lazarus from her sickness. 

And even though He hadn’t done that she doesn’t accuse Him or blame Him, she goes on 

with her confession of faith:  But even now, I know that whatever You ask from God, God 

will give it to You.  The way she phrases that, “whatever You ask from God,” veils what exactly 



she wants Jesus to ask, but leaves open the possibility that He could ask for anything, even that 

one thing that she wished for the most.   

Jesus knew what was in Martha’s heart even if she wasn’t so bold as to come right out 

and ask it, but instead of telling her right then that He was going to call Lazarus out of the tomb 

and restore him to life that very day He simply says, “Your brother will rise again.”  Was Jesus 

hinting at what He was about to do, or did He speak those words to comfort Martha’s grieving 

heart with a reminder of the resurrection that will take place on the Last Day?  Martha clearly 

thought it was the second option, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last 

day,” she answered.   No doubt she had already been reminded of that promise.  Verse 18 told us 

that many Jews had come down from Jerusalem to comfort Mary and Martha.  They would have 

pointed the sisters to the resurrection as comfort in their time of loss. 

But how sure was Martha’s faith in the resurrection?  Could she perhaps have felt that as 

comforting as it was to know that on the Last Day Lazarus would rise again, it would be much 

more comforting if Jesus would bring him back to life right then and there?  Have we ever felt 

the same way?  Do we allow the temporary time we have with the people we love in this life to 

become more precious to us than the eternal life we will share with them and with Jesus in 

heaven?   

Jesus knew that He was going to restore Lazarus to life that day, but it wasn’t time to let 

Martha know that yet.  Extending the temporary time that Martha had here with her brother was 

not what would give her the comfort she truly needed.  That comfort could come only from a full 

understanding of that article of faith we confess every Sunday: I believe in the resurrection of the 

dead.  Jesus wanted to fill Martha’s empty understanding of that truth, with the source behind 

that article of faith that enables it to bring us comfort and hope and assurance and joy.  That 

source is Jesus Himself.   

He said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life.  The one who believes in Me will 

live, even though they die; and whoever lives by believing in Me will never die.  You’ve 

probably heard that in the Greek language there are several different words that are all translated 

with the one, English word “love.”  There’s storge, eros, philia, and the one you probably know 

the best, agape.  The same is true for the word “life.”  We use “life” in English to translate the 

Greek word bios which refers to the life which all of God’s creatures share.  We are alive; dogs 

and cats are alive; even plants and molds and bacteria are alive.  There’s another word in Greek, 

zoe, which refers to a different kind of life.  It is the uncreated, eternal life, uniquely possessed 

by God.  That is the word which we find here in John 11:25.  Jesus says, I am Resurrection and 

Zoe, Eternal Life.  The one who believes in has My Zoe—they have eternal life—even though 

their body is still subject to temporal death they have life.  Whoever lives—whoever has that 

uniquely divine, uncreated, eternal life which is theirs as a free gift from God through faith in 

Me, Jesus Christ His Son, will never die. 

That, Jesus wanted Martha to know, is her source of comfort at the loss of Lazarus.  That, 

Jesus wants you to know, is your source of comfort at the loss of your loved ones.   

 

In the intervening verses, before we pick up again at verse 38, Martha goes to Mary to 

tell her that Jesus had come.  When she came to Jesus and He saw her sorrow over the death of 

Lazarus and the sorrow of those who came with her, we’re told that Jesus was deeply moved in 

spirit.  And while a part of the emotions Jesus was feeling at that moment must have been 

sympathy for these two sisters whom He loved, the sense of that verb which we have again in 



verse 38, isn’t that He was moved by compassion, it’s that He was moved by indignation and 

anger. 

God is not pleased by death and sorrow.  He hates sin and all of its consequences with 

every fiber of His being.  We see that in Jesus as He weeps in sorrow at the pain that sin had 

brought to these dearly loved disciples of His.  We see it in the fact that Jesus was there.  Not 

that He had traveled across the Jordan to Bethany to be with Mary and Martha, but that He had 

come down from the throne room of Heaven clothing Himself in humanity, that He had become 

like us in every way, so that He could live a perfect life as our substitute and then give His life as 

the ransom payment to free us from the bondage of sin and death and sorrow.   

To prove that that is who He was, so that those who were gathered there at Lazarus’s 

tomb might believe that Jesus is the Christ—as Martha had confessed—the Son of God, who is 

come into the world; and that by believing they might have life in His name—that true, 

uncreated, eternal, life of God—Jesus called out in a loud voice: Lazarus, come out!  And in the 

simplest words he could possibly have used, John tells us what happened next: The dead man 

came out.  And many who had seen what Jesus did put their faith in Him. 

Because He loved Martha and Mary and Lazarus and the rest of the Jews who were 

gathered there in Bethany, Jesus allowed Lazarus to die so that his sickness, death, and 

resurrection could stand as a testimony to the glory of God, and so that Jesus, God’s Son, could 

be glorified through it.  Jesus permitted Lazarus to die so that He would have an opportunity to 

remind His disciples that their true source of comfort in the face of death is Jesus the 

Resurrection and the Life. 

And isn’t that true, even today, when He permits our Christian loved ones to die?  What 

is a Christian funeral if not a testimony to the glory of God and an opportunity for Jesus, God’s 

Son, the Resurrection and the Life, to be glorified as He gathers one more of His disciples to His 

side? 

We cannot pause and rewind our lives to relive the days we spent with the loved ones 

whom God has called home.  But we can go back to the words Jesus shared with us this morning 

that give us the sure hope and the blessed assurance that whoever lives by believing in Him will 

never die.  And we can fast-forward from there to the events we will celebrate over the next two 

weeks when Jesus, the Messiah, the eternal Son of God gave up His life for us on the cross and 

then rose triumphant from the tomb bringing to completion His plan for our salvation so that 

whoever believes in Him shall not perish but will have eternal life. 

 

To Jesus who is our Life and Resurrection, be all glory and power forever.  Amen. 
 


